
 
 

FAQs* about the Simon Cumbers Media Fund 
 

*These questions were raised by attendees at the information workshop on the Fund, which took place in Dublin on Tuesday, 13th 
April 2010 

 
 
Eligible Topics 
 
One of the key requirements for applications is that the proposed media project must be new.  
Would it matter if the proposed topic had already been covered by media outlets based outside of 
Ireland?   
No.  The judging panel acknowledges that media personnel often source stories, ideas and information from 
other media outlets and journalists, so it would not matter if your proposed topic had already been covered 
by a media outlet based outside of Ireland. 
 
Does there have to be a specific Irish angle on the proposed topic of your project? 
While this is not a requirement, the judging panel will give preference to proposals that focus on Irish Aid’s 
priority countries and / or Irish Aid’s priority issues.  For the summer 2010 funding round, the judging panel 
particularly welcomes proposals that focus on the topic of hunger and / or that aim to break down negative 
stereotypes associated with developing countries.   
 
The guidelines state that projects may not feature the work of individual NGOs, but that it is 
acceptable to receive support from NGOs in carrying out your project.  Can you clarify this further? 
While the Fund acknowledges that linking in with NGOs is important in research and project execution, it 
would be important for applicants to look beyond the work of any one NGO and to ensure that they look at 
the underlying causes of the issue covered by their project; interview representatives of multiple NGOs and 
other agencies; and explore Irish Aid’s role on the topic / in the country in question.  
 
If you are successful in receiving funding, can you change the focus / news angle of your project 
after funding has been granted? 
You must retain the theme of your project, as specified in your initial application.  However, it would be 
permissible to change certain aspects of your project because political, geographic and other circumstances 
may cause such changes.  The Fund administrators should be kept informed at all times of any proposed 
changes.   
 
What percentage of projects in the past was focused on countries that are not Irish Aid priority 
countries? 
The summer 2010 funding round is the first time that the judging panel will grant preference to projects 
focusing on Irish Aid priority countries.  Over 40 different countries have been featured in projects funded in 
the past. 
 



Submitting a Successful Application 
 
How many applicants received funding in 2009? 
There were 164 applications in 2009 of which 49 were successful. Of this, 47 applications were for the TV 
Seed funding whereby only 10 applicants were successful. Funding for the TV seed round has been 
discontinued.  
 
What were the main stumbling blocks for those project proposals that didn’t receive funding? 
There is a limited amount of funding available overall, so only the best projects get chosen in any funding 
round.  The judges assess projects for innovation; new ideas; wide-ranging audience reach, and a strong 
focus on development issues, amongst other criteria. It is also important that proposals demonstrate 
evidence of research and understanding of the proposed topic.   For the summer 2010 funding round, the 
judging panel will base their decisions on the following criteria: 
 

• Quality of the proposal. 
• Value for money. 
• Reach of the project. 
• Relevance to the Millennium Development Gaols and potential to increase public understanding of 

global development issues. 
• Designated priorities (focus on either Irish Aid priority countries; Irish Aid priority issues; hunger, or 

promoting a positive image of developing countries). 
 
Project Budget (including Eligible / Ineligible Costs) 
 
In relation to applications from freelance journalists, will funding be granted to cover wage costs? 
No.  Because the overall amount of funding available is quite low, it is not feasible for the Simon Cumbers 
Media Fund to cover wage costs.  If freelance journalists would like to explore additional opportunities for 
funding to cover their wages – from sources other than the Simon Cumbers Media Fund – they should 
outline details of this clearly on their application form.  Otherwise, freelance journalists would be expected to 
include details of their time / wages as an ‘in-kind’ cost, which they will be covering. 
 
Is rental of a radio studio a permissible cost for which to receive funding? 
No.  It would be expected that the broadcast outlet that has committed to broadcast your radio project would 
supply the radio studio as an ‘in-kind’ cost being covered by the project applicant. 
 
Is equipment rental (e.g. of a video camera) a permissible cost for which to receive funding? 
Yes, if you can prove in your application that this equipment rental is integral to the delivery of your project 
and that, by renting the equipment, you are adopting the most cost-effective approach. 
 
Is it possible for journalists to receive funding from both the Simon Cumbers Media Fund and the 
Sound & Vision broadcasting funding scheme for the same project? 
This would be permissible if the proposed project met all relevant criteria for the Simon Cumbers Media 
Fund, and clearly outlined funding received under Sound & Vision in the budget section of the application 
form. 
 
If an application is successful, when can you expect to receive your funding? 
Successful applicants will be paid 70 per cent of their funding as soon as possible after the judging panel 
has announced its decisions (once an official contract has been signed between the Simon Cumbers Media 
Fund and the applicant), and 30 per cent upon completion of the project, submission of a final narrative and 
financial report and compliance with all funding criteria / terms and conditions. 
 



Media Outlets  
 
For multimedia projects, would a website based outside of Ireland (but obviously accessible / visible 
in Ireland) be deemed acceptable as the proposed media outlet? 
This would depend on the website in question.  It would be up to the applicant to prove that the website had 
a high number of users based in Ireland, and was well-known in Ireland.   
 
Would an international broadcast outlet – that has an audience in Ireland – be deemed acceptable as 
the proposed media outlet? 
Yes, but the judging panel would have to consider the reach and impact of the outlet within Ireland.  The 
preference would be for media outlets that are based in Ireland. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Can you clarify the timescale envisaged for the summer 2010 funding round? 
The deadline for receipt of applications for the summer 2010 funding round is 5pm on Friday, 7th May 2010.   
Applicants will be notified of the judging panel’s decisions after 20th June 2010. 
Successful applicants will be expected to have commenced their projects by 31st December 2010, and to 
have made significant progress by this date (or even completed their projects by this date, if possible).   
DHR Communications will check in with successful applicants approximately every one to two months to get 
an update on the progress of their projects. 
 
Do journalists have to have previous experience of development issues to apply for this Fund? 
No.  Applicants need to prove that they have an interest in – and understanding of – development issues, 
but they do not have to have previous experience in this regard.   
 
 
Further Information 
 
Further information on Irish Aid’s priority countries and priority issues is available at: www.irishaid.gov.ie. 
 
Information on the Millennium Development Goals is available at: http://www.undp.org/mdg/basics.shtml. 
 
All projects funded under the Simon Cumbers Media Fund should aim to comply with the Dóchas Code of 
Conduct on Images and Messages.  Further information on the Code is available at: 
http://www.dochas.ie/Code/Default.aspx. 
 
If you have additional questions about applying to the Simon Cumbers Media Fund, please contact: DHR 
Communications, Tel: 01-4885808, Email: info@simoncumbersmediafund.ie. 
 
 
 
 


