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by Dan MacCarthy

SOME things just run in the family.
Take the Buckley family from
Castlehaven, outside Skibbereen,
Co Cork. The oldest son of farming
and schoolteaching parents, Conor
is a former chief executive of West
Cork Tourism Co-Operative Soci-
ety which runs the MV Julia ferry
on the Cork to Swansea route and is
also chief executive of energy out-
sourcing company longship.com.
Another brother, Donal, is chief
executive of renewable energy com-
pany Kedco. And another brother,
Kevin, is chief executive of telecom-

munications company, Slacht. That’s
three CEOs in one family.
Not quite at chief executive level

yet but with enough entrepreneurial
flair to light up any business break-
fast is the youngest in the family,
Seán, aged 26. His background is in
international finance, and he now
finds himself in the relatively
prosperous west African country of
Ghana, working as an adviser in a
micro-finance company.
The concept of micro-finance has

developed out of several models
designed to help poor people in
business. Buckley is working with a
local company called Baobab
Financial Services in the arid north.
“The company has groups of up

to 25 women who form themselves
into association and it give them
loans starting off with what equates
to 100. The payback period is 17
weeks. At the end of the loan cycle
they can double the loan if the busi-
nesses are performing and saving.
The micro-financing idea is done
on the principle of solidarity. But it
doesn’t work for the ultra poor. It
works for the working poor where
the money is used to invest in an as-
set of some description.
“The classic example I always use

is a dressmaker receives a 100 loan
and is able to buy material to make
some dresses. So she is able to make
some money to pay back the initial
loan. Then she qualifies for a 200
loan which maybe gives her enough
to buy an electric sewing machine.
So with that her productivity dou-
bles and she’s expanding.”
Buckley is quick to point out that

microfinancing does not work in

every Third World country.
In places like India too much

money was lent to people who had
poor, or no, income-generating ac-
tivity and it only caused people to
fall into unsustainable debt, he says.
But it is definitely working in

north Ghana. “I’ve seen it happen
where some women are into the
sixth loan cycle receiving loans of
up to 500. But for those women
who aren’t moving into the higher
cycle they are still saving. And be-
fore now they had no assets to make
savings. All the money they have is
raised from deposits locally. So we’re
funnelling money to the most pro-
ductive in society which is one of
the first steps to building a function-
ing economy,” he says.
Buckley explains that unless

you’re a government worker here
banks won’t touch you. But mi-
cro-financing enables people to get
their money out literally from un-
derneath the mattress and put it to
work. So the money is put to work
within the community itself.
“We’re based a lot here in town

and outlying areas. A lot of the peo-
ple we support are street traders.
Some are tailors, others work in hair
salons. It’s general small-time trading
that we support. I’m the only
non-Ghanaian where we’re working

and hopefully I’m bringing some
expertise on the technical side.
So how did he come to be in-

volved in this area in the first place?
“It was always my plan to do a year
away, but not the Australian route.
Roughly a third of my class (UCC
Commerce 2007) did a masters, a
third did the year away in Australia
and a third went working.”
And how about job satisfaction?

“It’s rewarding, fulfilling, challeng-
ing, frustrating. It ticks all the boxes.
Some days you feel like you’re doing
something worthwhile and useful
and then other days it can be excep-
tionally frustrating where something
that could be done in an hour takes
the whole day and then mightn’t get
done properly. But when it works
out it does work very well.”
Our chat is sharply interrupted by

a hoot from a taxi ready to take
Buckley back to the airport to visit
his family.
Under his arm a box of shea but-

ter, extracted from the nut of the
African shea tree in which he hopes
to interest some Irish importers.
■ Seán Buckley sourced this work
through the volunteering agency
EIL: www.eilireland.org
■ Dan MacCarthy travelled to
Ghana with the assistance of the
Simon Cumbers Fund.

West Cork
man the biz

in Ghana
Castlehaven man Seán Buckley, right, takes a break from work with his
friend Jeremy Venable in Tamale, Ghana. Pictures: Dan MacCarthy

by Christy Parker

YOUGHAL Labour Town Coun-
cillor Tommy O’Connell wants a
feasibility study conducted to see
whether drift net salmon fishing on
the Blackwater can be restored. The
veteran politician says he has re-
quested of his party’s Junior Minister
for Technology and Innovation,
Sean Sherlock, that a study be made.
He says the minister has indicated a
willingness to discuss the issue with
both him and local fishermen.
Following a gradual phasing out

process by governments over several
years, the FF/PD coalition finally
banned drift net salmon fishing on
the estuary in 2006. The Govern-
ment decreed that declining salmon
stocks necessitated the move.
In any case, a traditional pursuit

that had once enjoyed a six monthly
season disappeared, while the
tourism-packaged industry of pri-

vate salmon angling along the river
has thrived.
Now, Cllr O’Connell says he is

“reliably informed” that salmon
stocks are revitalised.
“But I’m not taking hearsay as

verbatim,” he explains, “and that is
why I would like to see a feasibility

study undertaken to assess the
situation.”
In looking to the future, the

councillor has fond regard for the
past. “Through most out the 20th
century, drift net fishing provided
huge employment in Youghal and
would have helped rear hundreds of
families. It was self-sustaining and
didn’t need any much investment or
funding. It also gave impetus to sup-
portive industries such as wood
merchants, boat builders, drapery
shops and restaurants.”
As Youghal struggles under the

weight of recession, Cllr O’Connell
feels the time has come to bring the
past into the future. “It’s said that
Youghal’s future is tourism. There is
nothing more pleasing to the eye of
a visitor than to see small salmon
boats bobbing on a river, or fisher-
men mending their nets on a calm
quayside with the river and distant
hills behind them.”

Calls for study on Blackwater salmon stocks

Women running small businesses
are often the beneficiaries of
microfinancing schemes.

Salmon fishing in the Blackwater
estuary is back on the agenda.
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Ballincollig
Muskerry Local History
Society talk on pisheógs by
Séamus Healy at Ballincollig
Rugby Club Hall tonight at
8pm. Open to the public.

Caheragh
On Thursday, RTE Two will
broadcast a Mass For The
Lord’s Supper from Caher-
agh. Celebrant is Fr Joe
McGee with music provided
by Caheragh Folk Group.

Carrigaline
An exhibition of work by
Tadgh McSweeney will open
tomorrow at The Framemak-
er in Carrigaline.

Cork
World Dance Day takes place
on Friday, April 29, and the
Firkin Crane in Cork has a
number of events taking
place from 2pm to 10pm. All
are free and members of the
public are invited to attend,
and take part, whatever their
age and level of agility.
Further details are available
from 021-4507487 or
info@firkincrane.ie.

Crosshaven
Crosshaven Film Club will
host a screening of foodie
comedy drama, Julie and
Julia, in Cronin’s Pub on
Sunday, May 1, as part of
the nationwide Bealtaine
Festival. Food will be served
as part of the event.
Tickets cost 15 from
joleen@croninspub.com.

Douglas
The Traditional Lace Makers
of Ireland Lace Day will take
place on Saturday, May 7, at
Nemo Rangers Complex in
Douglas. Classes will include
Carrickmacross Lace,
Limerick, Youghal, Bandon
laces, Mountmellick Embroi-
dery, Crochet. Class fee is
10.

Glanmire
Upper Glanmire Set Dancers
will hold a fundraising céilí
in Upper Glanmire Hall
tomorrow at 9.30pm. Music
is by Ger Murphy and Ken
Cotter. Admission is 10,
with tea served.

Rosscarbery
Organisers of West Cork
Factor are currently looking
for entrants for this year’s
singing competition. The
first of the two heats is on
May 14 at the Celtic Ross
Hotel, and entries have to be
registered by May 1. See
www.rosscarbery.iee.

Rossmore
Kilmeen Drama Group pre-
sents A Whistle in the Dark
by Tom Murphy at St Mary's
Theatre, Rossmore, on Sun-
day in aid of the Clonakilty
Ladies Football GAA Club.

Out shopping

Marita Schlede from Ballincollig,
with Lorraine and Harry Quinlan
from Ovens at the Appletiser
StyleFix in Mahon Point.
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